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Reading the resource titled, “Understand the Comprehensive Plan is a necessary first step 
(link).  This resource will answer these questions: 

1. What is the Comprehensive Plan? 

 The Comprehensive Plan is set of policies the city has adopted to comply with the State 
of Oregon’s statewide planning goals.  The adopted plan is transmitted to the state and must be 
approved by the Department of Land Conservation and Development which was created by the 
Legislature to verify compliance with state planning goals. 

  2.  Why should the public become more aware of the Comprehensive Plan and any proposed 
updates to this plan? 

This mandated is the cornerstone land use plan from which the city’s zoning map and 
development code is based on.  The zoning map and development code form the set of 
regulations all applications must comply with. 

3.  What drives updates to this plan? 

New state legislation and/or city goals adopted by the City Council.  Also, the state requires the 
comprehensive plan to be reviewed every five years to ensure the city has sufficient vacant land 
for the next twenty years of forecasted growth for all land use types.  (See this link to the 
updating process.) 

4.  Is the city’s Transportation System Plan a part of the Comprehensive Plan?  

Yes.  The Transportation System Plan the city created in 2020 was added to the 
Comprehensive Plan at the end of the over two-year planning process.  The transportation plan 
consists of more than a list of transportation projects.  The adopted plan included 99 Policies 
which will be used to guide regulations for land use applications in Bend. 

5.  How do the policies drive regulations? 

City staff will methodically propose amendments to the Bend Development Code which is what 
an applicant and decision makers rely on to submit and approve land use applications. 

6.  What are likely to be the outcomes of the adopted Comprehensive Plan? 

Uncertain.  Planners hope that the policies will lead to less sprawl as the city growths and a 
lower rate of growth for “Vehicle miles per trip” (a state performance measure). 



 


